West Cuyahoga County District Council Formation Meeting
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Monday, June 21, 2010, 7:00pm
St. Christopher Church, 20141 Detroit Road, Rocky River, Ohio

ATTENDANCE: Cuyahoga County: St. Adalbert(Berea), St. Angela Merici, Blessed Trinity(Ascension), Assumption(BH), St. Bartholomew, St. Bernadette, St. Christopher, St. Clement, Mary Queen of Peace(O.L. of Good Counsel), St. Patrick(Bridge), St. Rocco, Sagrada Familia, St. Vincent de Paul; The following were not able to send a representative: St. Basil, St. John Bosco, St. Ladislas(Westlake), St. Michael(Independence). Lorain County: St. Joseph(Avon Lake), St. Peter(Lorain), St. Vincent de Paul(Elyria Twp). The following were not able to send a representative: St. Agnes(Elyria), St. Anthony of Padua(Lorain) Sacred Heart Chapel(Lorain). Diocesan Council/Central Office were represented by Larry Lauter and Patricia Boggins.
OPENING PRAYER/SPIRITUAL READING/INTRODUCTIONS/MINUTES: Dave from St. Christopher Conference, led the opening prayer with Patricia Boggins doing the Spiritual Reading. Larry Lauter thanked Ray Buckley, President of St. Christopher Conference, for hosting the meeting and to all members for coming. Members then introduced themselves. The minutes from the previous meeting at St. Angela Merici on April 29, 2010 were approved as mailed on a motion made and seconded.
OVERVIEW OF TODAY’S MEETING: Larry Lauter reviewed the highlights of the last meeting on April 29 and explained that the purpose of today’s meeting was to review and adopt the proposed bylaws that were distributed to Conferences at the last meeting(and posted on the svdpcle.org website) and take the next steps in forming a new SVDP District Council---West Cuyahoga County. There were a few questions about liability insurance and 501(c)(3) status, etc. which were addressed.
ADOPTION OF THE NEW BYLAWS/FORMATION OF DISTRICT COUNCIL:  Temporary Co-chairs, Ron Semega(St. Angela Merici) and Jim Beesley(Blessed Trinity, formerly Ascension) then invited members to give their suggestions and ideas on the proposed bylaws provided as a model by the SVDP National Council. During the discussion the following was mentioned: the bylaws are pretty well standard with the National Council making sure there was language in it to allow them to protect the SVDP name and charism, if needed, and to recognize the SVDP National Council as the paramount authority for the SVDP in the US; the model bylaws and the SVDP Rule were integrated in the model so there is no conflict between the two; there is language included that is required by the IRS(dissolution of the corporation, non-discrimination, IRS compliance, etc.); Lauter is working with Brother Pat Shea of the Diocesan Legal Office on these and the Diocesan Council Bylaws to make sure they are in compliance with state law; officers responsibilities and ways to amend the bylaws are included in the bylaws.
After the discussion, a motion was made to adopt the model bylaws for the new SVDP District Council---West Cuyahoga County with the data(blanks, substitute “code of regulations” for “bylaws”, etc.) and a few small changes that might be made by Brother Pat Shea, as needed. This motion was seconded and passed. 
FORMATION OF A NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Lauter explained that the next step was to form a nominating committee to elect a president of the new SVDP District Council---West Cuyahoga County; the District Council president does not have to be a Conference president; the president would then appoint the other officers(Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer); the Conference presidents in the District Council would then be the ones who would vote on District Council business. Patricia Boggins led the formation of the nominating committee and the following will help: Al Delattre of Blessed Trinity, Patricia Sweeney of St. Joseph, Avon Lake, and Ted Johnson of Mary Queen of Peace. They will meet as soon as possible and choose 2-3 people to run as president with Larry Lauter and Pat Boggins assisting. The nominating committee will mail out information about the candidates with a short bio and the steps for the election according to the SVDP Rule. Conference presidents can consult with their Conference members before the election. A SVDP West Cuyahoga County District Council meeting would then be scheduled for the election. At the election meeting Conference presidents can talk with the candidates and then hold the election using a secret ballot.
SHARING OF RESOURCES: Patricia Boggins led the discussion about available resources in Cuyahoga and Lorain County. 

OTHER: Pat Boggins reminded Conferences to update their membership list for her including telephone numbers and e-mails where available.
ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting for the election of the District Council president will be scheduled in the next month or two. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Clayton from St. Christopher Conference.







Respectfully submitted,







Larry Lauter 







Acting Secretary
