West Cuyahoga County District Council Meeting
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Thursday, April 28, 2011, Mass 7:00pm, Meeting Followed
St. John Bosco, 6480 Pearl Road, Parma Heights 

ATTENDANCE: Cuyahoga County: St. Angela Merici, St. Basil; Blessed Trinity(Ascension); Assumption(BH); St. Bartholomew; St. Bernadette; St. Clement; St. John Bosco; St. Ladislas(Westlake); Mary Queen of Peace; Sagrada Familia; St. Vincent de Paul; Lorain County: St. Joseph(Avon Lake); 
Diocesan Central Office was represented by Larry Lauter and Patricia Boggins.

---------------------
The following were not able to send a representative: St. Adalbert(Berea), St. Christopher, St. Patrick(Bridge), St. Rocco, St. Michael(Independence). Lorain: St. Peter(Lorain), St. Vincent de Paul(Elyria Twp); St. Agnes(Elyria), St. Anthony of Padua(Lorain); Sacred Heart Chapel(Lorain).
--------------------------
OPENING PRAYER/SPIRITUAL READING/MINUTES: 
District Council President, George Getz(from St. John Bosco) welcomed members and had Father Larry Jurcak, pastor, who presided at the 7:00pm Mass, say the opening prayer. Father Jurcak thanked members for coming and shared how important the ministry of  the SVDP is to the needy and suffering in the Diocese as a witness to the Resurrection and the Gospel message of Jesus. Jerry Bacher from St. John Bosco, read the Spiritual Reading. The minutes from the previous meeting at St. Christopher on June 21, 2010(District bylaws adopted) were approved as mailed and as posted on the SVDP website: www.svdpcle.org. Lauter noted that after last June’s meeting, a nominating committee was formed, found only one candidate to run, and George Getz was elected by Conference presidents. Lauter noted that Conference presidents are in charge of the District Council and the only ones who can vote on official Council business.
AGENDA ITEMS:

First Meeting: George Getz noted this was the first official West Cuyahoga District Council Meeting since its formation. He explained it will take a while to get organized and chart a course. If members had questions or suggestions for the future course of the West Cuyahoga District, he shared his name, phone number and e-mail. Lauter mentioned that we need to complete the list of officers for the District to move forward.  We would like to file SVDP Institution papers with the National and International SVDP in June 2011. The District Council president is the one who appoints the other officers. We need a vice president, secretary/treasurer (probably don’t need a bank account at this point), and a spiritual advisor. Pat Boggins noted that Jim Beesley of Blessed Trinity(formerly Ascension Conference) had offered to help in whatever way he could. She hoped that officers might be from previous regions or districts of the SVDP to represent the different areas.
Report on the Southwest Ozanam Center: Fred Ollie, in place of Tom Yates, gave a report on the local Ozanam Center at 2145 Broadview Road at Searsdale. Many parishes in the area help financially, with food, clothing donations, and with volunteers. He noted the various locations they have been at and the fact that they are in a rented space. The serve about 70-90 families every day they are open(Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday) with food and 40-50 families a day with clothing. Fred answered questions(e.g. rental lease, zip codes served(44109, 44144, 44129, 44130, 44134, 44142),  how Conferences outside these zipcodes can make a referral to them,. 
Diocesan Council Report: Larry Lauter and Pat Boggins shared an overview on the following areas:

a.
Tax Exempt Status: As mentioned previously, the SVDP in the United States received its IRS tax exempt status by being listed through their local diocese in the Official Catholic Directory(OCD or Kenedy Directory) published by the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops(USCCB) since 1946. In the late 1990’s, the USCCB told the National SVDP that at some point in the future, the SVDP would no longer be listed with them because the SVDP is not under the control of the Church. Since that time the National SVDP has been taking steps to do this. The IRS requires that all units of an organization have similar bylaws, mission statement, etc. This is the reason that we have been promoting the adoption of the National model bylaws for Diocesan, District, and parish Conferences.  Bishop Richard Lennon has included the SVDP under the Diocese of Cleveland’s listing for 2009, 2010 and 2011. The SVDP Diocesan Council plans to apply directly to the IRS in late Fall for its own tax exempt status. There are various possible options that SVDP Councils across the United States have chosen to structure themselves and these are being discussed presently by the Diocesan Board.


The Diocesan Board is comprised of the Officers(Frank Fearon, President-St. Hilary Akron, Ron Semega, Vice President-St. Angela Merici-Fairview Park, Secretary/Treasurer-Larry Lauter, Prince of Peace, Barberton who also is the volunteer executive director) and District Council Presidents(Akron: Cathie Perusek, Mother of Sorrows, Peninsula; East Cuyahoga: Mike Birskovich, Our Lady of Hope(formerly St. Pius X); Lake-Geauga: Marilyne Brandoni, St. Gabriel, Mentor; and West Cuyahoga:George Getz, St. John Bosco).


The option that looks like the one that will be chosen at the next Diocesan Board Meeting on May 9, 2011 is to share the Diocesan EIN number with all District Councils and parish Conferences which would make them legally a part of the Diocesan Council. Pat Boggins and Larry Lauter attended the National Midyear Meeting in St. Louis the first week of April and learned that this is the option that the following SVDP Councils have done, some since their beginning: Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Dallas, Pittsburgh, Detroit. The Diocesan Council would then do a consolidated 990 for all District Councils and parish Conferences, so the lower units do not have to do anything with the IRS or 990 forms. The only thing that will be required is for them to submit their SVDP annual report(October 1-September 30) no later than around November 1 after the close of the fiscal year, along with a copy of the reconciled bank statement for all accounts they have to the Diocesan Council. Initially it appeared that all new District Councils would need to incorporate in the State of Ohio but that is not needed since they District Councils would be part of the Diocesan Council which is incorporated in the State of Ohio and has been filing IRS 990’s for years.


The Diocesan Central Office/Council would continue to coordinate special collections(e.g. Back to School, Blanket Sunday, etc.), annual reports, dues, membership lists, etc. as in the past.

b.
Memorandum of Understanding: Lauter noted that several SVDP Councils across the country have worked with their Bishop and their Diocesan Finance Office to come up with a Memorandum of Understanding. This Memo was shared with all priests in their diocese so that everyone understood that the SVDP is a separate lay organization and not a parish organization legally and canonically with all its implications. We did get a sample of the one from the Pittsburgh SVDP which we are now adapting to our local circumstances.  We are presently working with the Diocese regarding this and will request that Bishop Lennon approve this and send it to all the priests in the Diocese later this summer or early fall.
c.
Insurance: Lauter noted that Councils and SVDP members continue to be included in the liability insurance we have under the Diocese of Cleveland for 2011. Insurance carriers could change once we apply for our own tax exempt status and this is being looked into by the Diocesan Council.

d.
E-mail addresses: The sign in sheets for today’s meeting included e-mail addresses. Pat Boggins reminded Conferences to keep her updated about their membership list whenever changes take place. Lauter noted that he is also the Secretary for the Akron District Council and they have used e-mail for their communications since 2009 with no cost for postage.

e.
Questions: members asked questions including: could the Diocesan Council provide their financial report to Conferences; do Conferences need to provide the Diocesan Council anything in writing indicating that they are part of the Diocesan Council(Lauter will check with Brother Pat Shea of the Diocese of Cleveland Legal Department).
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by George Getz who thanked everyone for attending. The next meeting for the District Council president will be scheduled later this year once the Diocesan Board has decided what option to pursue regarding tax exempt status. 
Respectfully submitted,

Larry Lauter 

Acting Secretary
