East Cuyahoga County District Council Formation Meeting
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Thursday, June 24, 2010, 7:00pm
Our Lady of Hope Church, 400 Center St., Bedford, Ohio

ATTENDANCE: Representatives were from St. Aloysius, Holy Name, Holy Redeemer, Holy Spirit, St. John Nepomucene; St. Monica, Our Lady of Hope, Ss. Peter and Paul, St. Rita, St. Therese;  unable to send representatives were Communion of Saints and St. Vitus. Diocesan Council/Central Office were represented by Larry Lauter and Patricia Boggins. Margaret Holmes Temporary Co-Chair from St. Aloysius could not attend because of a death in the family; the family was remembered in prayer. 
OPENING PRAYER/SPIRITUAL READING/INTRODUCTIONS/MINUTES: Mike Briskovich, President from Our Lady of Hope Conference, led the opening prayer with Patricia Boggins doing the Spiritual Reading. Larry Lauter thanked Our Lady of Hope Conference, for hosting the meeting and to all members for coming. Members then introduced themselves. The minutes from the previous meeting at St. Monica on April 8, 2010 were approved as mailed on a motion made and seconded.
OVERVIEW OF TODAY’S MEETING: Larry Lauter reviewed the highlights of the last meeting on April 8 and explained that the purpose of today’s meeting was to review and adopt the proposed bylaws that were distributed to Conferences at the last meeting(and posted on the svdpcle.org website), and take the next steps in forming a new SVDP District Council---East Cuyahoga County.  
ADOPTION OF THE NEW BYLAWS/FORMATION OF DISTRICT COUNCIL:  Temporary Co-chair, Mike Briskovich(Our Lady of Hope), then invited members to give their suggestions and ideas on the proposed bylaws provided as a model by the SVDP National Council. During the discussion the following was mentioned: terms of officers; ways to amend the bylaws are included in the bylaws; Roberts Rules of Order; formal street address of the District Council(Diocesan Office until further action needed); the bylaws are pretty well standard with the National Council making sure there was language in it to allow them to protect the SVDP name and charism, if needed, and to recognize the SVDP National Council as the paramount authority for the SVDP in the US; the model bylaws and the SVDP Rule were integrated in the model so there is no conflict between the two; there is language included that is required by the IRS(dissolution of the corporation, non-discrimination, IRS compliance, etc.); Lauter is working with Brother Pat Shea of the Diocesan Legal Office on these and the Diocesan Council Bylaws to make sure they are in compliance with state and federal law.
After the discussion, a motion was made to adopt the model bylaws for the new SVDP District Council---East Cuyahoga County with the data(blanks, substitute “code of regulations” for “bylaws”, etc.) and a few small changes that might be made by Brother Pat Shea, as needed. This motion was seconded and passed. 
FORMATION OF A NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Lauter explained that the next step was to form a nominating committee to elect a president of the new SVDP District Council---East Cuyahoga County; the District Council president does not have to be a Conference president; the president would then appoint the other officers(Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer); the Conference presidents in the District Council would then be the ones who would vote on District Council business. Patricia Boggins led the formation of the nominating committee and the following will help: Sophie Reed of Holy Spirit, Mike Briskovich of Our Lady of Hope, and Pat Boggins will contact Bill Conkey of Communion of Saints

They will meet as soon as possible and choose 2-3 people to run as president with Larry Lauter and Pat Boggins assisting. The nominating committee will mail out information about the candidates with a short bio and the steps for the election according to the SVDP Rule. Conference presidents can consult with their Conference members before the election meeting. A East Cuyahoga County District Council meeting would then be scheduled for the election. At the election meeting Conference presidents can talk with the candidates and then hold the election using a secret ballot; Only Conference presidents or their proxy can  vote at this meeting; there is only one vote per Conference. 
Pat Boggins and Larry Lauter hoped that the meeting and election could be held soon so that the presidents of the three new district councils(West, East, Lake/Geauga) could be installed at the next Quarterly Breakfast on Sunday, September 19, 8:30 am Mass at Mary Queen of Peace(formerly Our Lady of Good Counsel) in Cleveland. A recommitment ceremony could also be held for members at that time.
SHARING OF RESOURCES: Patricia Boggins led the discussion about available resources in Cuyahoga County.  Members wondered if there could be a web page on the Diocesan SVDP web page(www.svdpcle.org) for the East Cuyahoga District Council where information about resources(e.g. Ozanam Centers-hours, zip codes, etc.) could be shared. Lauter asked that people contact Pat Boggins with the information they wanted and he would see that it was posted.

OTHER: Pat Boggins reminded Conferences of her request to update their membership list for her including telephone numbers and e-mails. She explained that we needed to keep track of membership for our Council mailings and keep the National SVDP up to date. If members wanted to access the “members only” section of the National Council web page(www.svdpusa.org) we needed to submit their names to the National Office.
ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting for the election of the District Council president will be scheduled in the next month or two as noted above. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Mike Briscovich of Our Lady of Hope Conference.







Respectfully submitted,







Larry Lauter 







Acting Secretary
