HIGHLIGHTS-LORAIN COUNTY CONFERENCES/PARISH GROUPS
Thursday, June 25 , 2009, 7:00pm
St. Peter Parish Center,3501 Oberlin Ave.,  Lorain, OH
ATTENDANCE

St. Anthony, Lorain: Dan Semelsberger; St. Joseph, Avon; Dan Colleran; Joe Galco, Patricia Sweeney; Sacred Heart Chapel, Lorain; Jose Mendiola; St. Peter, Lorain; Jim and Gerry Watling; Mary and Tony Cocco;  St. Peter, North Ridgeville; Jim and Donna Fischer; St. Vincent de Paul, Elyria; George Williams; Diocesan SVDP: Larry Lauter
OPENING PRAYER/SPIRITUAL READING/INTRODUCTIONS: Jim Watling, President of St. Peter Conference, led the opening prayers with Larry Lauter doing the Spiritual Reading(Charles Chatlos and Dom DiLuciano were remembered) . Larry Lauter thanked members for coming and had members introduce themselves. Lauter noted that Judge Sam Calandra had lunch with Bishop Anthony Pilla a few months ago and explained what was happening to the SVDP in the Diocese.  Bishop Pilla’s first reaction was “who will help the poor?” Lauter explained that the reorganized SVDP was not planning to discuss what happened in the past but was only going forward from here with the aim “to help the poor” as Bishop Pilla said. Lauter encouraged parishes in Lorain County  to continue a parish network to share information, discuss common problems and solutions; he and the new SVDP Central Office would be supportive of this. This parish network would include both parishes with SVDP affiliated groups and those that weren’t officially affiliated with the SVDP. This should be helpful in these rough economic times and parish clustering.
SHARING

Brief Update by all parish groups: The list of items discussed were as follows: Lorain County SVDP Annual Report for 2008; Keeping the parish group helping list up to date so that when there are needs in a Conference that exceed their finances, they can call other nearby parishes for help with cases; a sheet on We Care, We Share Ministries was distributed; St. Lad’s as a food collection point may change; St. Joseph Parish, Lorain may be closing as a parish but the shelter will continue; St. Peter North Ridgeville joined with their Social Justice group and are helping with a hot meal; St. Vincent de Paul, Elyria has proposed opening a food pantry at St. John’s as a shared cluster project; St. Peter, Lorain, brings food items purchased to Catholic Charities Eighth Street and also encouraging caterers to donate food to them for their meal programs; St. Joseph, Avon, is helping put on a breakfast on the 2nd and 4th Saturday at Eighth Street; a lengthy discussion about cribs took place(St. Peter, Lorain has a few; there is a great need at the Lorain Furniture Bank; Lauter will check with Central Purchasing of the Diocese to see if they can get a better price); Jose Mendiola explained that the Lorain Furniture Bank is temporarily closed because of finances and hoped Conferences could assist(the Furniture Bank funds were cut by Lorain County Job and Family Services).
REOGANIZATION OF THE LORAIN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Lorain County District Council Future: Lauter noted that at present there is no Lorain County District Council and wondered if their was interest in reorganizing it with new officers, etc.?  This would be decided by  the 6 parish Conferences remaining affiliated with the National SVDP(St. Agnes, Elyria;  St. Anthony of Padua; St. Joseph, Avon Lake; St. Peter, Lorain; Sacred Heart Chapel; St. Vincent de Paul, Elyria Twp). After a brief discussion, consensus indicated no interest at this time. SVDP Conferences in Lorain County would be under one of the Cleveland District Councils that will be organized in the near future as was the case before 1966 when the Lorain County District Council was first organized. 
Informal Lorain County Parish Gatherings: Joe Galco felt that periodic meetings of all parish helping groups in Lorain County would be helpful. Even though there will be no formal Council structure, consensus indicated a need for informally getting together. All that was needed was a coordinator/facilitator. Lauter explained he could help convene meetings twice a year but if there was a hope to meet more frequently, it would need a local Lorain County SVDP member who could facilitate this. Joe Galco will contact a few of  the groups not present tonight and see if there is interest.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.
SVDP Directory June 2009 for Lorain County was distributed. Members were asked to keep the SVDP Central Office updated for both SVDP Conferences and Parish Helping Groups. Members then gave corrections which will be made in the next mailing.
2.
SVDP Mideast Regional Meeting, July 16-19, Cincinnati; a brochure had been mailed.
3.
SVDP National Annual Meeting, St. Louis, September 1-5, 2009

4.
Back to School Drive-mailing was sent; Patricia Boggins has charities designated in Lorain County that cash donations from Lorain County will be used.
5.
Blanket Sunday Drive, October 11, 2009. Only cash donations this year since there are no central collection points. Since there is no Council, Lorain County donations will be sent to the SVDP Central Office for use in Lorain County; if blankets and other in kind  items are given, these can be give to the Lorain Furniture Bank, Catholic Charities on Eighth St., etc.
6.
SVDP Training-Ozanam Orientation, Saturday, November 7, St. Basil, Brecksville. At some point in the future, it would be available in Spanish.
7.
Greater Cleveland Quarterly Breakfast. Sunday, September 27, 2009, 8:00 am Mass with Bishop Pilla at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 13400 Lorain Ave., Cleveland. This is also the feast of St. Vincent de Paul. All Conferences in the Diocese will be invited.
8.
SVDP Hilkert Fund Distribution will be made later this summer. Since there is no Council, it will be allocated among the 6 SVDP Conferences remaining affiliated with the SVDP by the Diocesan Council.
NEXT MEETING
Lauter suggested that the next meeting be held in late October or early November 2009. Jim Watling will check with their parish schedule and plan for this October/November meeting. This could be changed if an SVDP member from Lorain County would come forward to facilitate more frequent meetings.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Jim Watling. 
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