MINUTES –SPECIAL OZANAM OBSERVANCE
(September Celebration of the Feasts of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and St. Vincent de PaulPRIVATE 
)
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Greater Cleveland Council

Sunday, September 19, 2010, Mary Queen of Peace Church, Cleveland
The celebrant of the 8:30 am Mass was Father Douglas Brown, pastor of Mary Queen of Peace(formerly Our Lady of Good Counsel/Corpus Christi) who welcomed members on behalf of the parish.
The business meeting followed in their hall with Larry Lauter acting as chair. There were about 13 parish groups with 35 members present. Father Doug Brown, pastor of Mary Queen of Peace parish, said the prayer before meals. After the breakfast, Larry Lauter thanked Ted Johnson, President of the parish SVDP Conference, and his members for hosting the meeting. Lauter welcomed members and thanked them for coming today to share the Eucharist and a meal together. He noted that today’s meeting is held to recall our roots because the feast days of our founder and model are in September. The feast day of Blessed Frederic Ozanam was September 9 and the feast day of St. Vincent de Paul will be September 27. Lauter also noted that there were 6 Vincentians from the Cleveland Diocese who attended the recent National SVDP meeting in New Orleans 10 days ago and together shared friendship, liturgies together, and meals with SVDP members from across the country. He hoped all Vincentians could experience this.
Patricia Boggins, Assistant Executive Director, made the following announcements.
1.
The Back to School Collection was successful and helped many school children throughout the diocese; packets were distributed through our Ozanam Centers, several Catholic Charities agencies and other helping groups. The value of this effort was approximately $45,000.
2.
Blanket Sunday collection was coming up the weekend of October 9/10. All parishes(both with St. Vincent de Paul groups and those without) were invited to participate. It would be a cash only collection. Items that might be donated could be taken to other helping groups(e.g. Ozanam Centers, Catholic Charities agencies, etc.)
3.
Invitation to Serve is a program developed by the Phoenix SVDP to help Conferences recruit new members and was described. If members were interested, they can download it from the Diocesan SVDP website(www.svdpcle.org) or call the SVDP Central Office for a copy.

4.
Members were asked to continue to publicize the SVDP Car Donation program since it does generate funds for the local SVDP and the poor we serve. The SVDP in the Cleveland Diocese just became part of the national SVDP Car Donation and their website is www.svdpusacars.com. 

Patricia Boggins then introduced our Diocesan Spiritual Advisor, Sister Margaret Mach SC(Sisters of Charity from Cincinnati; formerly Vincentian Sisters of Charity from Bedford) who spoke on “Vincentian Spirituality.” Her main message was that our ministry is deeply rooted in love and we need a deep relationship with Jesus to have this love grow. Once it grows, it has to be shared with others around us in service. Love is not a command, it is a response to the gift of love we first received. We need to see all things with the eyes of Christ and see how he looked on people. We need to give others the “look of love” like Jesus. This is what happened in the life of St. Vincent de Paul and of Blessed Frederic Ozanam. Sister reviewed the Mission Statement of the SVDP and pointed out the words “embracing all works of charity and justice.” Sister then shared the 10 Foundational Principles of  Catholic Social Teaching.
An SVDP ceremony to install the newly elected District Council presidents was then led by Sister Margaret Mach. The following were installed as the first elected presidents of the new district councils: Marilyne Brandoni of St. Gabriel Conference(Lake-Geauga District Council), George Getz of St. John Bosco Conference(Cuyahoga West District Council including Lorain County) and Mike Birskovich of Our Lady of Hope Conference(Cuyahoga East District Council). The new District Councils cover the geographic area of the former Cleveland District Council. Pat Boggins and Larry Lauter congratulated and thanked the new presidents for stepping forward in the reorganization of the SVDP in the greater Cleveland area.
An SVDP Annual Commitment Ceremony  was then led for all members present by Sister Margaret Mach SC.
Larry Lauter first thanked Sister Margaret for her talk, then Mary Queen of Peace Church Conference members for hosting today’s meeting, along with the people in the kitchen, helped by the local Girl Scouts and for all members for taking the time to attend; Lauter then led the closing prayer.
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Larry Lauter







Acting Secretary
