MINUTES –SPECIAL OZANAM OBSERVANCE
(September Celebration of the Feasts of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and St. Vincent de PaulPRIVATE 
)
Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Greater Cleveland Council

Sunday, September 27, 2009, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Cleveland
The celebrant of the 8:00 am Mass was Bishop Anthony Pilla, Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Cleveland. In his homily based on today’s Gospel, Bishop Pilla noted that Jesus loves us and is trying to have us ask ourselves “what is really important in this world” with the answer being---our eternal salvation. We need to lead lives centered on God’s love.
The business meeting followed in their hall with Judge Sam Calandra presiding. There were about 20 parish groups with 70 members present. Judge Calandra welcomed members; Father John Manning, pastor of St. Vincent de Paul parish, said the prayer before meals. Special guests included Frank Fearon, Diocesan President, and Cathie Perusek, President of the Akron District Council. After the breakfast, George Koerner, President of the parish SVDP Conference, welcomed people, thanked them for coming today, and introduced his members. George noted that their Conference provided each member with a card containing a prayer to St. Vincent de Paul since today was his feast day.
Patricia Boggins, Assistant Executive Director, said the opening prayer and lead the spiritual reading which focused on the feasts of St. Vincent de Paul(September 27) and that of Blessed Frederic Ozanam(September 9); it had the theme of being “inventive to infinity” in serving the poor. The following announcements were then made by Patricia Boggins:
1.
The Back to School Collection was successful and helped many school children throughout the diocese; packets were distributed through our Ozanam Centers, several Catholic Charities agencies and other helping groups.
2.
Blanket Sunday collection was coming up the weekend of October 10/11. All parishes(both with St. Vincent de Paul groups and those without) were invited to participate. It would be a cash only collection. Items that might be donated could be taken to other helping groups(e.g. Ozanam Centers, Catholic Charities agencies, etc.)
Larry Lauter, Executive Director/Secretary made the following announcements:

3.
The Ozanam Orientation from the National SVDP will be presented on Saturday, November 7, 2009 at St. Basil, Brecksville. More info will be sent to parish groups.
4.
The National SVDP Friends of the Poor Walk will be September 25, 2010. We are interested in participating next year and if anyone is interested in beginning to help plan this as a fundraiser for SVDP programs in the Diocese, please call the SVDP Central Office.

Lauter then gave a brief update on what has been happening in the reorganization of the Society in the greater Cleveland area:
---our aim is to continue to have “serving the poor” as our main focus and continuing communication and sharing information by maintaining a strong parish network of both SVDP groups and non-SVDP helping groups.
-The SVDP Diocesan Council was reorganized in January 2009 with temporary officers and board members. Frank Fearon, Judge Calandra, Pat Boggins, and Larry Lauter assisted in this.

-The new SVDP Central Office was established in February 2009 with Patricia Boggins as the main staff. This was done with the help of Bishop Lennon and Tom Mullen of Catholic Charities. Bishop Lennon will continue to include the SVDP in the Official Catholic Directory so we can continue to have tax exempt status and insurance.

-The main SVDP programs for the greater Cleveland SVDP are our parish Conferences, our 3 Ozanam Centers, and our collections(Back to School Collection, Blanket Sunday Collection). 
-The SVDP no longer operates thrift stores or has any affiliation with the Cleveland Furniture Bank.

-Fundraising for the SVDP Diocesan Council has resumed with: mailings to former donors; the SVDP Car Donation Program; as a result of several generous bequests, we have sufficient funds on hand to continue our programs for the time being. Catholic Charities will continue to help with funding for the SVDP Central Office. We have been able to assist our needy SVDP Conferences and the Ozanam Centers with funds and in kind help(socks, towels, blankets) for those they serve and will continue to do this. The total of these recent grants and purchases were around $45,000-$50,000.
-Pat Boggins and Lauter have had meetings with the various greater Cleveland SVDP Regions to begin discussions on reorganizing the SVDP. Meetings were held in Lorain, Lake/Geauga, West South, and then the East Regions. At this point, it looks as if there will be several new District Councils established in the greater Cleveland area in the future: probably Lake/Geauga, East Cuyahoga and West Cuyahoga. Lorain Conferences did not feel they wanted to organize a Council so the 6 Conferences there will become part of West Cuyahoga. This effort will probably begin in November. Once this is done we will take a look at what needs to be done to establish our own tax exempt status probably in 2011 or 2012. We will also begin next year to clarify other issues that were of concern: the SVDP Rule and its implications, parish Conference relationship to their parish and the pastor, use of SVDP funds for helping other charitable groups.
-Lauter then introduced the president of the Akron District Council, Cathie Perusek, who was able to be present for today’s meeting. The Akron District Council is functioning and continuing to operate an Ozanam Center. 
Judge Calandra then introduced Bishop Anthony Pilla who has always been there for us. Bishop Pilla then shared his thoughts with members: “we are people of faith, we’re different from social workers; our ministry is also involved in our working out our salvation; in Luke, Jesus tells his disciples “you feed them” and we are following that directive today; happy that we celebrated the Eucharist first because religion is not between you and God but is a social relationship and our help is an extension of what we do as Mass; very little constructive conversation can happen between strangers, we have to come together as friends; you have more influence than you realize when you serve the poor because people see you as a representative of the Church even when you don’t realize it; he thanked all  who help the poor; what we do is so important, please continue to work at it.”
Larry Lauter thanked St. Vincent de Paul Church Conference members for hosting today’s meeting and for all members for taking the time to attend; Lauter then led the closing prayer.
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Acting Secretary
