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Lent 2010




Dear Friend of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society:

As you know, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul has been reorganized in the Diocese of Cleveland. With your continued help, support, and prayers we will proudly continue the great ministry and tradition of the Society that was begun in 1865 in the Diocese to help the poor and suffering.


Your continued support has allowed us to do many good things that directly impact the needy and suffering: provide school supplies through our Back to School Drive; grants to our needy SVDP parish volunteer groups around greater Cleveland; help to our three Cleveland Ozanam Centers(Pope John Paul II Ozanam Center at Holy Name parish, Father Michael Wittman Ozanam Center at St. Philomena parish, and the Southwest Ozanam Center on Ridge Road) to provide food, clothing, and blankets; coordinate the SVDP Blanket Sunday Collection; and support the Jail Ministry of the Diocese of Cleveland. During these very rough economic times there is a growing need for emergency help.

In his message for Lent 2010, Pope Benedict XVI invites us to review our life in light of the teachings of the Gospel during these 40 days by focusing on the theme of “justice.” Benedict invites us all to conversion to Christ to give us the strength to break the bonds of selfishness and work for justice in the world. He says “the Christian is moved to contribute to creating just societies where all receive what is necessary to live according to the dignity proper to the human person and where justice is enlivened by love.” 

We ask that you remember the Saint Vincent de Paul Society in your almsgiving this Lent. Your prayers and your Lenten gift will help us provide support to our SVDP programs helping those in need.  Please use the enclosed return envelope and be as generous as you can.  We also ask that you to share this message with your family and friends about how great the need is and suggest that they join in helping the SVDP.


God bless you for sharing with others who are so much in need. Know that your help is very much appreciated and valued.  We will keep you and your loved ones in our thoughts and prayers during the Season of Lent and wish you Easter joy as we approach that very special feast.   


As always, the SVDP will work faithfully to share the resources you provide with those in need. We are very grateful that you are a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society's caring family.  God bless you for sharing with others who are so much in need.   Know that your help is very much appreciated and valued. 







In the Spirit of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic,







Larry Lauter







Executive Director
P.S.
Please remember to tell your family and friends that the SVDP has a Car Donation Program and accepts all cars that are towable even if they are not running. Call (216) 696-6525, ext. 3150 for more information. This program helps provide funds to support all our charitable programs.
