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Christmas 2010




Dear Friend of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society:

The Advent season is one of anticipation and hope (if one is able to look beyond the commercialization), and can be a rewarding personal spiritual journey for each of us. We just need to take the time to stop each day for a minute and  reflect on its true meaning by remembering the coming of the child whose birth changed the world for the better. It can be a time to see how we ourselves can love more and be more compassionate to those around us; to see how we can deepen our relationship with God by personally experiencing this love of Jesus; and having this love overflow to those all those around us.  We hope these inner longings and yearnings will be reflective moments to connect all of us with the coming of this holy child and form us into a closer community with our family, friends, neighbors and all peoples in the world.


Your past support has allowed us to do many good things that directly impact the needy and suffering: provided school supplies through our Back to School Drive; grants to our needy SVDP groups around greater Cleveland; help to our three Cleveland Ozanam Centers(Pope John Paul II Ozanam Center at Holy Name parish, Father Michael Wittman Ozanam Center at St. Philomena parish, and the Southwest Ozanam Center on Ridge Road) for food, clothing, and blankets; coordinate the SVDP Blanket Sunday Collection; and support the Jail Ministry of the Diocese of Cleveland. During these very rough economic times there is still a need for much help for the needy. With your continued help, support, and prayers we will proudly continue the great ministry and tradition of the Society that was begun in 1865 in the Diocese to help the poor and suffering.


We ask, during this season of special caring, that you include the Saint Vincent de Paul Society in your holiday gift giving.  Please use the return envelope and be as generous as you can.  Your gift will help us provide needed emergency assistance through the SVDP caring network of charity. We also ask that you tell your family and friends about how great the need is and suggest that they join you in also helping us.

As always, the SVDP will work faithfully to share the resources you provide with those in need. We are very grateful that you are a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society's caring family.  God bless you for sharing with others who are so much in need.   Know that your help is very much appreciated and valued. Our prayer is that you and your loved ones experience the love and peace of Jesus this holy and blessed season.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!







In the Spirit of St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic,







Larry Lauter







Executive Director
P.S.
Please remember to tell your friends and family that the National SVDP has a new Car Donation Program and accepts all cars that are towable even if they are not running. The money generated is returned directly to the SVDP in the Diocese of Cleveland. Call 1-800-322-8284 for more information or go directly to their website: www.svdpusacars.com. This program helps provide funds to support all our charitable programs. 
