MINUTES –LENTEN QUARTERLY MEETINGPRIVATE 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Greater Cleveland Council

Sunday, March 22, 2009, St. Rocco Church, Cleveland.

The celebrant of the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) 9:00 am Mass was Bishop Richard Lennon, Bishop of Cleveland. In his homily, Bishop Lennon commented on the second reading, the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians which revolved around God blessing us with the gift of salvation through the death of Jesus. These gifts enable us to say “yes” to God.
The business meeting followed in their Hall. There were 32 parish groups with 130 members present. Greater Cleveland President, Judge Sam Calandra, welcomed members and Bishop Lennon said the prayer before meals. Bishop Lennon thanked members of parish groups for the work they do with the poor. Judge Calandra had given note pads as gifts to members which said “As a Vincentian, my sole mission is: ‘to seek and find the forgotten and the deprived and to bring them God’s Love.’” Bishop Lennon expanded on this and commended members for visiting the poor in their homes to find out what other needs were present; he then commented on the themes of wellness, wholeness, and holiness. He urged members, during these economic challenged times to do their best, thanked the Society for their great contributions, and urged members to continue their ministry in the parish no matter if they remain affiliated with the SVDP or not.
Judge Sam Calandra, former president of St. Rocco Conference, thanked members for coming today and gave a brief background on their 80th Anniversary of Aggregation.  They had two cakes which were cut by Bishop Lennon and special guests from St. Rocco which were shared with those present. Judge Calandra invited members to see their parish’s Day Care Center after the meeting.
Tom Mullen, Secretary for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services, spoke briefly about ministry not being about us but about God. He especially thanked those who were helping reorganize the Society: Larry Lauter, Pat Boggins, Judge Sam Calandra, and Frank Fearon.

Larry Lauter, Executive Secretary, said a brief opening prayer and spiritual reading, noting that Sister Margaret Mach, SC, Diocesan Spiritual Director, was not able to be present today because of her workshop schedule as the Director of Evangelization for the Diocese of Cleveland. He then introduced Frank Fearon, temporary Diocesan President. 
Lauter then shared some thoughts on what next steps would be taken in the reorganization of the Society after briefly reviewing some of the material shared previously in letters(SVDP Rule, Legal Issues, Insurance, Tax Exempt Status). He noted the need for a strong parish network of helping groups in light of two major realities at this time: the economic downturn and the clustering of parishes. A questionnaire was in the packet which he asked Conferences to complete and return showing their present affiliation status with the SVDP; this should be returned by April 15. The SVDP Central Office will continue to communicate with parish groups whether they continue their affiliation with the SVDP or not because of the need for a strong parish network. A list of greater Cleveland parish contact people was included in the packet. The next steps are to plan regional meetings to continue to help clear up any misunderstandings and help heal hurt feelings, establish regional groupings, board membership, update Conference lists, send out dues statements, plan future Quarterly Breakfasts, Ozanam Seminar and other SVDP Training, and fundraising for SVDP programs(donor mailings, Car Donation Program), etc.. 

Patricia Boggins, Administrative Assistant, noted that being a Vincentian is a vocation which needs a spiritual foundation, an active prayer life, and a desire to be a good person and noted hopes for more training sessions(e.g. Ozanam Seminar, National Council programs, etc.) to help develop members in these areas. She also mentioned the three Cleveland Ozanam Centers and the possible need for a fourth on the west/northwest side of Cleveland because of the clustering process. This will be discussed further. She noted an open house at the Ozanam Center at Biddulph on Thursday, April 2; this center is looking for another location. Pat then answered questions about Bundle Sundays, the Cleveland Furniture Bank, etc.
The following announcements were made by Larry Lauter: 
1.
The next quarterly Communion breakfast will be in September(the month of the feasts of Blessed Frederic Ozanam and St. Vincent de Paul); any Conference who would like to host this should contact Pat Boggins at 216-696-6525, ext. 3150.

2.
Please remember in your prayers the following Vincentians who have passed away recently: George Ellert of Our Lady of Angels; John Sobonya and Ralph George of St. Rita; Ed Kollin of St. Basil.
Larry Lauter thanked Judge Calandra and St. Rocco members for hosting today’s meeting and for all members for taking the time to attend; he then led the closing prayer.
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Larry Lauter







Acting Secretary

