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SVDP MISSION:  Witness to the gospel of Jesus(holiness), spiritual growth within a community of friends, personal service to those in need.

Introduction

    From the beginning of the Society, the Catholic faith and the Vincentian spiritual dimension were

fundamental to SVDP ministry. The earliest meetings included opening and closing prayers, spiritual reading and discussion. Emmanuel Bailly, in his forties when the Society was formed, was the initial spiritual guiding force of the SVDP and the first Conference President.  He helped guide the Society in its formative years.  With the expansion of the Society outside Paris, the presence of a priest as a spiritual advisor became part of the Society’s rule.

Spirituality for SVDP Members 

   Frederic Ozanam formed the Society, not primarily to help the poor, but to help members become holy by personally serving the poor.  We are all called to holiness by reason of our baptism.  Diaz-Torremocha, International President General in Paris, June 2001, reiterated this in an address: “Conferences have been created to contribute to the deepening of the members’ faith. Help for those in need shall feed the spirituality experienced at the heart of the Conference whose warmth, in turn, enables charitable feelings and love for our neighbor to exist and grow…the conference meeting is the place where we are going to deepen our faith, and strengthen our hope and commitment in charity and love.”  Our service grows out of our Vincentian spirituality, which simply defined is making a conscious effort to be, act and speak more like Vincent and Frederic who imitated Jesus.  Vincentian spirituality colors our vision, our actions, our attitudes by imbibing the specific virtues passed down by Vincent and Frederic.  The key to becoming holy is not being “perfect” but, like the saints, being “heroic” in trying to live the gospel. 

SVDP Conference Spiritual Direction Today
  Traditionally a priest from the parish staff served as Spiritual Advisor for the Conference.  In response to fewer priests, greater demands put on them and the role of lay spirituality today, we need to revisit this issue.  The Spiritual Advisor is a “facilitator” or “animator.”  According to SVDP guidelines, this person may be a priest, parish administrator, permanent deacon, religious or lay person dedicated to his/her spiritual life and who possess or are willing to learn the meaning of Vincentian Spirituality.

Finding a Conference Spiritual “Advisor, Animator or Facilitator”

   During Lent this year, the Diocesan Council is asking that each Conference discuss the role of the Spiritual Advisor. Do you have a Spiritual Advisor?  Is the Advisor able to fulfill her/his role on a regular basis?  Goal one for the national strategic plan is to “promote greater spiritual growth at every level of the Society.”  This growth begins at the Conference level if the national goal is to be achieved. Thus, the role of the Spiritual Advisor is key in this process.  If your Conference needs a Spiritual Advisor, the members will need to discern prayerfully who best could fulfill this responsibility.  Encourage one another with the gifts you recognize in each other. Training will be provided during the summer of 2002 for people who are recommended for this position.  (See enclosed Guidelines.) The Diocesan Council will take a more active part in the future to provide a wider selection of prayers, reflections, faith sharing and spiritual readings for Conference use.

Conference Group discussion/reflection

1. What do I understand by the statement, “the Society was formed not to serve the poor, but for the members to become holy by serving the poor?  What feelings does this evoke in me…surprise, satisfaction, tension, energized, happy, anxious, etc.?

2. How has the Conference assisted me in deepening my faith, and strengthening my hope and commitment in charity and love?  How do I experience becoming holy through the Conference/Society?

3. What are the successes and challenges in our Conference regarding the Spiritual Advisor?

4. If you could transform the SVDP to better serve the poor, what ideas on Spirituality would you like to see implemented?  How could the District, Diocesan or National Council help?

