THE SVDP RULE---Keeping Us Faithful to the “Vision of Frederic Ozanam”
5. January 2002

SVDP Mission: Witness to the gospel of Jesus(holiness), spiritual growth within a community of friends, personal service to those in need.
Introduction


The birth of the Society came at the right time in France.  The Society’s purposes harmonized with the ideals of a large number of Catholic youth and older persons.  As a result, the Conference formed by Frederic Ozanam and the first Vincentians in April 1833 in Paris, France, spread rapidly.  By the end of the first year, the Conference had grown to the point where it needed to divide into two groups in December 1834. The reluctance of the members to split was based on the friendships and closeness experienced in the original group. Frederic was in favor of dividing into smaller groups on condition that they remained in constant contact with those who had been with the Society since the very early days through attendance at common meetings several times a year and providing written reports of their activities.


The young SVDP students, once they finished their studies, enthusiastically went back to their hometowns and established  Conferences in other parts of France and the world. Ozanam had spoken early in the Society’s history of a charitable group that would “embrace the whole world in a network of charity” and he saw it begin before his death.  With the growth of the Society in and outside of Paris, a common Rule became necessary and was formulated in 1835. 

The SVDP Rule Today

There are presently only three parts to the SVDP Rule(last revised in 1973):

Part I: 
Basic Principles of the Society

Part II:
Organization units of the Society-Conference, Council, National Council

Part III:
International Council operation


The purpose of the SVDP Rule was to preserve the original spirit and mission of the SVDP even though distances would separate the Conferences. The wording of the SVDP Rule has changed a number of times due to changing times and needs, yet its core values have been preserved, holding present SVDP members to the same spirit, mission, spirituality, and goals as those of the very first Conference.  The SVDP Rule defines who we are and gives members a sense of our common identity and purpose.  It alone makes us one community with our sisters and brothers throughout our diocese, country, world, and one with Frederic Ozanam and the first Vincentians, and the poor we serve. It is not a disciplinary tool but a source members can go to for guidance and inspiration to stay true to our Vincentian charism. It helps us become holy and grow spiritually in the SVDP. Members need to go back to the Rule to remember who the Jesus of Vincent and Frederic is, who we are in the SVDP, and who we are called to be as a Vincentian community of friends. History has shown that the Rule is the “glue” that holds us together and maintains our connections with one another and allows us to be identified as members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Perhaps the Rule itself was the most precious gift left to us by Frederic Ozanam and the early Vincentians. 

Questions/Discussion/Reflection as a group

1. Why was the SVDP Rule originally written? Is it still a valid reason today?

2. Have your members read the Rule recently, discussed it  and how it applies today?

3. Part of the condition of dividing the original SVDP Conference was that all members would maintain contact with other members through meetings and written reports. Has your group been faithful to attending SVDP District Meetings and sending in the needed reports?

4. If you could transform the SVDP, in any way you could, to better serve the poor, what idea(s) on the SVDP Rule would you like to see implemented? How would you do this? How could the District, Diocesan, National Council help? 
