OUR MISSION: “Why” We Do What We Do in the SVDP?

1. September 2001

SVDP Mission: Witness to the gospel of Jesus(holiness), spiritual growth within a community of friends, personal service to those in need.

Introduction


The Society was formed in 1833 by Frederic Ozanam, a 20 year old college student, and six others.  While Frederic was attending the University of Paris, he and his six friends joined together to defend the Church during a time of religious attacks.  Much of this was done through discussions with students and professors during meetings of the Conference of History, a school club.  Frederic and his group felt the need to meet together weekly for their own spiritual growth in order to study their faith.  Seeing the ineffectiveness of their sometimes bitter discussions with their fellow students, Frederic realized that the only way to answer them was action, not talk.  As a result, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was born in 1833 for several primary reasons: spiritual growth with the support of friends, witness to the Gospel, and service to those in need. They looked to St. Vincent de Paul, Patron of Charity, to be their model.

Mission/Purpose of the Society:


Why was the Society started?  What is our mission? Our purpose? It is important that every member has a grasp of our mission/purpose because from that flows everything else:  the “how”, “what”, “who”, “where” and so on of our ministry, at every level of the Society. The SVDP Rule states that the  “Society is open to all who wish to live their faith by loving and serving their neighbor.” But the Vincentian call or vocation involves much more than just “loving and serving.” In fact, service to the poor is the third goal. When Blessed Frederic Ozanam and his companions formed the Society, they developed a plan and structure which we know as the Rule. The Rule is based on a number of principles but there are three basic goals for members:

1.
That each member pursue spiritual growth with the support of friends in the Conference through prayer together and charitable acts: this is basically learning how to live a Christian life based on the Gospel by being involved with a community of  friends in the Society.  Ozanam felt that being involved in charitable works was the best link for nourishing these friendships.  We grow in our spiritual life through mutual friendships with other Vincentians and find Christ not only in them but also in those we serve.  

2.
That each member witness the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and action: we need to let our light shine and proclaim to others, joyfully, what living the gospel has done in our lives.

3.
That each member serves the poor directly, person-to-person, and has a deep concern for people who are poor: we are on a spiritual journey with them and we need to see Christ in those we serve. “Service only” is not enough with the SVDP spiritual dimension.  

Members join the Society, not because they are perfected in their faith but because they seek to build faith by living it both individually and communally with other members. Progress, not perfection is what is desired in a member. The Society is for ordinary people who acknowledge the need to improve their living the Gospel life and want to do so through the Society and the Vincentian Charism.  

Questions/Discussion/Reflection as a group

1.
What first attracted you to the St. Vincent de Paul Society?

2.
What were your initial excitements and impressions when you became a member?

3.
Can you recall a time when you felt most alive, most proud and committed, most enthused about the St. Vincent de Paul Society?

4.
What do you value most in your involvement in the ministry of the SVDP?

5.
If you could imagine or transform the SVDP in any way you wished, what 3 things would you do to enhance its life and vitality?

