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Dear Vincentians,
Many things have happened since we began our reorganization of the St. Vincent de Paul Society in the Diocese. We thought a newsletter would be the best way to communicate with our members.  This first attempt, hopefully, will be informative but brief.  In the future, we’d like to include some of the Special Works of our Conferences, updates on the activities of our Ozanam Centers etc. 

New Councils

As all of you are aware, we have been in the process of restructuring the St. Vincent de Paul Society in the Diocese of Cleveland.  We appreciate your patience and prayer during this difficult process.  Our Akron District Council has been very strong and functioning through this process and we are especially thankful to Cathie Perusek, President and her Board for their work in the Akron area.  We are very pleased to have established three District Councils in the Cleveland area: East Cuyahoga, with President Michael Birskovich, West Cuyahoga and Lorain with President George Getz and Lake/ Geauga with President Marilyne Brandoni.  We are very grateful to Michael, George and Marilyne for their willingness to help us move forward and continue our ministry in the Diocese.  

Our District Councils are in the midst of meetings, both on the Diocesan and District levels to help provide a solid foundation to rebuild our Society.  Frank Fearon, our Diocesan Council President, has worked diligently in the rebuilding, for which we are very grateful.  Frank has had much experience in the Society at the National level, as he has been our Trustee and continued in that role as needed.

We ask that all members become involved in their District Council, be supportive of the new leadership.  If asked to serve on a Committee, or on a Board please accept the invitation.  We are all called to serve and we serve in many different capacities.  Often, we feel inadequate to fulfill a role, but the call is part of our Vincentian vocation, and God gives us what we need to do His work.  Trust in Divine Providence. 

Training for Conferences

Ozanam Orientation 
In November of 2009, we had a group of Vincentians from the Toledo and Cincinnati  SVDP present the Ozanam Orientation at St. Basil Parish in Brecksville.  This program is very informative; it is excellent for new members and a great refresher for all members of the Society.  Larry and Pat are both trained to do these presentations.  Pat has done smaller presentations for Our Lady of Hope, Sts. Peter and Paul, and Blessed Trinity in Cleveland.  It would be wonderful if each of our District Councils could host an Ozanam Orientation at least once a year.  You may contact Pat to schedule a presentation.  We also can train presenters if anyone is interested in training.  The presentation is done in power point and has a guide to follow along.  No matter how much we think we know, we can also learn something new.

Interested in starting a SVDP?

Are there parishes in your District Councils that might consider starting a SVDP?  Maybe one of the newly merged parishes might be looking for an organization that would be of interest to all their members.  The Society, we all know began as a “Society of Friends”, what better way to start building friendship in a new parish and help others too.  Pat with the help of Michael Birskovich, East Cuyahoga President and Bill Conkey, an at large Board member from Communion of Saints did a presentation for Sacred Heart of Jesus, in South Euclid.  Sacred Heart of Jesus was formed with the merging of St. Gregory and St. Margaret Mary.  Many years ago both parishes had SVDP’s, but due to lack of membership they were unable to continue functioning.  Deacon Dave Chordas, contacted the SVDP Central Office about an Information Night and it was arranged.  They are currently working on recruiting members and quite excited to begin this ministry.  If you have any parishes in mind call Pat and she can set something up for you. 

Conference By-Laws 

All of the Conferences have received copies of the suggested by-laws for the SVDP.  We would hope that all the Conferences would review the by-laws, approve them and note this in their minutes.  If any Conference makes any changes to the suggested by-laws, we ask that you return a copy of them to our Central Office at 1404 East 9th St., 3rd floor, Cleveland, OH  44114.  This is another step in our reorganization of the Society.  We need to take this step before we apply for our own Tax exempt status because IRS requires that all units of a tax exempt organization have similar bylaws, mission, etc.
Tax Exempt Status for Conferences 
The Diocesan Council is discussing the best steps to be taken with regard to the tax exempt status of our Conferences.  As we have stated before, Bishop Lennon has allowed the SVdP to receive its tax exempt status by its listing in the National Catholic Directory, or the Kenedy Directory for the year 2011.  We will apply for our own tax exempt status later this year as the National Council of Catholic Bishops have recommended.  Along with this will be the need for insurance, since we probably will no longer be invited to be part of the DISC insurance from the Diocese of Cleveland.  The Diocesan Council is studying these issues and we will keep the Conferences and their members informed.  

Membership Lists

I would like to thank all the Conferences who sent in their Annual report, and a special thank you to the Conferences who included their membership lists.  Some Vincentians have been unable to access the national website.  If we do not have a current roster of your members to share with the National Office, any member who they do not have information will be denied access to the website.  It is very important that we have an accurate, thorough listing, name, address, phone and email address for each member.  This year the National Office is publishing the Ozanam News twice a year in hard copy and twice a year through e-mail.  We realize not everyone has email, but we are pretty confident that at least one member in each Conference does have e-mail.  Please consider copying the Ozanam News for your Conference members that do not have access to e-mail.

Providing e-mail addresses will make it easier for us to disseminate information to our membership also.  Oftentimes a meeting takes place and after the meeting people comment they wish they would have known the meeting was taking place.  If you share your information with us, your Conference President or Secretary won’t have to make phone calls and leave messages.

New SVDP Car Program

At the Annual meeting in New Orleans, last September, a new National Vehicle Donation Program was unveiled.  A committee had been established and much time had been devoted at previous meetings of exploring a National Car program.  The obvious benefit of this program would be to generate funds for local Councils, especially for Councils that have few staff members to administer their own program.  We have had a Car Program for many years and it has been successful, but with changes in tax laws, hasn’t generated as much funding as in the past.  We decided to enroll in the new National Vehicle Donation Program, since we could still run our program, and have been quite pleased with the results.  We have received $10,973.11 for 17 cars sold through the National program.  The SVDP Car Donation Program is the only income the Cleveland Diocesan Council has to support the SVDP Central Office.
It’s easy to donate a car; just call 800-322-8284 or log on to their website: www.svdpusacars.com and arrange for pickup of the vehicle and when the vehicle is sold, we’ll receive a check for the proceeds.  Most cars are picked up within 24 hours of the initial call. All the necessary paperwork for taxes and a thank you to the donor will be provided.  Please consider placing an advertisement in your parish bulletin to inform your parishioners of our new program. If you have a parishioner who has a car dealership, ask if they would consider making flyers available to customers who might consider a charitable donation rather than a trade. If you are interested in flyers about the program, call Pat at 216-696-6525, ext 3150 and we can order them for you.

Lobbyists are working at raising the tax deduction allowed for cars from $500 to $2500.  This would definitely help car programs across the country obtain more vehicles and more funds for their programming.  Please consider writing your Representative and ask them to support HR 860 and your Senators to support S110 which would allow tax deductions based on fair market value up to $2500 and require an appraisal over that threshold, while preserving all of the necessary tracking and enforcement safeguards enacted in 2004.  This would protect against abuse without scaring away donations altogether.

Supporters of HR 571 in the 112th Session were: Marcia Fudge, Dennis Kucinich, Steven LaTourette, Tim Ryan and Betty Sutton   We will have a listing of addresses and phone numbers of the Senators and Representatives from our area on the website and a sample letter you can use..

National Election

At the Mid-Year meeting, the candidates for the office of National President were presented.  The candidates are Terry Wilson, the current National Vice President from Scottsdale, Arizona and Sheila Gilbert, the current National Secretary from Indianapolis, Indiana.  The current Ozanam News has each candidates platform published.  If you have not received a copy of the Ozanam News, you may access the National website www.svdpusa.org and click on the Ozanam News.  We will also try and have this information on our website www.svdpcle.org .  Please try and become informed of each candidate’s position and prayerfully consider who will best move the Society forward in the future.

Each Conference will have one vote, and all of the necessary information concerning the election will be sent to the Conference Presidents.  Our Diocesan Council has one vote and Frank Fearon, our Diocesan Council President will cast the vote for our diocese based on the Conference votes.  We will tally all the votes and Frank will vote for the candidate who receives the most votes from our Conferences.  

Both Sheila and Terry are involved in the work of the Society at the National and Conference level.  We have two excellent candidates and we ask that you prayerfully discern who will be the best person to continue the work of the Society.

New Mideast Regional Vice President

Along with every National Presidential election in the Society, a New Regional Vice President is elected.  The Mid East Region had a Nominating Committee to recommend possible candidates for the office of Regional Vice President.  The committee contacted several possible candidates and was able to recommend to the Region Dick Reimbold, a District Council President from the Archdiocese of Detroit.  Everyone who attended the Mid East Regional meeting at the National Meeting were in favor of this nomination, upon approval of the new National President, Dick will represent the Mideast Region as our Regional Vice President.  This new term will begin October 1, 2011.
Mideast Regional Meeting

The goal of the Mideast Region has been to increase the number of Vincentians attending the Regional meetings.  This year the Mideast Regional meeting will be held in Dayton Ohio, June 24 – June 26.  This is an excellent opportunity for Vincentians to meet both professionally and socially.  Please consider attending this meeting, meet the new Regional VP and probably have an opportunity to meet the candidates for National President first hand.  The meeting is filled with workshops, speakers, site visits and the opportunity to meet and share and exchange programs and projects with other Vincentians.  Remember the St. Vincent de Paul Society is a Society of Friends, please consider coming to Dayton and make new friends.  Vincentian friendships last forever.  Please mark the date June 24-26, 2011 in Dayton.
First Friday Club of Greater Akron
The founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to inspire people today!  On Friday, July 8 (2nd Friday of July), The First Friday Club of Akron will present Frederick Ozanam’s Tactical Wisdom for Today’s Consumer Society.  The subject will surely interest Vincentians and those who serve the poor.  

Fr. Thomas F. McKenna, CM will present his message about the spirituality of the founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society to a lunch time audience at Akron University’s Martin Center.  Fr. McKenna, theologian and former Provincial of the Vincentian Fathers, has lectured on spirituality in both universities and seminaries and is the author of the popular book, “Praying with Vincent de Paul.”

 

The First Friday Club of Greater Akron is a Catholic organization whose purpose is to bring the best Catholic thinkers, teachers and leaders into Akron on a monthly basis to promote a better understanding of the significant issues impacting church, family, work and community life. The luncheon series, in its twelfth year, consistently draws an average of 220 people from Summit and surrounding counties.  It is also intended to be a community service.  All interested in the topics are invited to attend.
The cost of the luncheon is $15.00 with the buffet opening at 11:30 AM and the program beginning promptly at noon. The Martin Center is located at 105 Fir Hill, off E. Buchtel Ave., in Akron.  Prepaid reservations can be made by sending a check to the First Friday Club of Greater Akron, 795 Russell Ave., Akron, OH 44307.  If you are interested in attending or if you would like more information contact Pat at 216-696-6525, ext 3150 or 1-800 – 869-6525, ext 3150.  If any member would interested in attending and find the cost of the luncheon a problem there may be some scholarships available.
Hope you enjoyed this newsletter.  If you have any suggestions for future issues please contact us either by phone or email.
Pat Boggins, Editor



Larry Lauter

pboggins@dioceseofcleveland.org

larry-svdp@att.net
