 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
A Rite to Commission New Conference Members


of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
I. INTRODUCTORY RITE 
PRESIDER: In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

ALL: Amen.

P: This morning let us pause and call to mind that together we are in the presence of the Lord as His people, answering His call to service, through membership in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.


(Pause for a moment)

Let us pray.  Father, we realize your provident care for us, your pardon of our sins, and your protection of our life; grant that we may so serve you that we witness to life among your people.  We ask this in Christ's name.

A: Amen.

II. READINGS
First Reading - Philippians 2:1-5

Responsorial Psalm

A: Hear, O God, my voice.  Listen to my prayer.

P: To you we owe our hymn of praise, O God in Zion, you who hear our prayers.

A: Hear, O God, my voice.  Listen to my prayer

P: We are overcome by our sins; it is you who pardon them.  Happy the one you choose, and bring to dwell in your courts.  May we be filled with the good things of your house, the holy things of your temple!

A: Hear, O God, my voice.  Listen to my prayer.

Second Reading - John 15:1-17

III.  INSTRUCTION 

Faithful to the maxims of our divine Master and his beloved disciple, St. Vincent de Paul, let us love one another.  We should love one another now and ever, far and near, from one Conference to another, from town to town, from clime to clime.  This love will render us able to bear with each other’s failings.

The unanimity among the members of the Conference of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul will, we pray, always be cited as a model of Christian friendship – of a friendship stronger than death, for we will often remember in our prayers to God the brethren whom we have lost.  Having made of all our hearts one heart and of all our souls one soul, our little fraternal association will become ever more dear to us.  We bless it for the good, however trivial, it enables us to perform.  We shall love these friendships with tenderness.

IV. CALLING NEW MEMBERS
P: The following people of faith have chosen to be members in this new conference of Society of St. Vincent de Paul:


(Call names)

Let us signify our approval by giving applause.

V. PETITIONS
P: Let us offer our prayers to the Father for the works of these members.

For the leaders of our Church, that they will be supported in promoting works of justice and charity among God's people, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: For the sick, the lonely, the needy, and all those suffering pain, that they will experience the healing power of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: For the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, that they will continue to grow in the 
knowledge of Christ's message of justice and charity, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: For these new members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, that they will serve our people well, in both giving of themselves and witnessing to the generosity of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: For all God's people, that we may come to a greater consciousness of God's love and concern 
for us and our neighbor, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: For all the faithful servants of the Lord who have died in His friendship, let us pray to the Lord.

A: Lord, hear our prayer.

P: Father, help us to serve your people in truth, justice and love, that they may come to know, 
love and serve you.  We ask this in Jesus' name.

A: Amen.

VI. CONCLUDING RITE
P: Let us pray as Christ taught us.

A: Our Father...

P: May Almighty God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

A: Amen.

P: Let us go forth, strengthened to do God's work and serve His people.

A: Thanks be to God.

